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There is an ancient Japanese artform called 

wabi-sabi.  This aesthetic appreciates the 

beauty in imperfection and impermanence. For 

example, a simple hand shaped teacup is 

unique.  Its imperfections create a standard 

that cannot be duplicated in its detail. As it  

ages, the painted surface may fade with use.  

There may be a chip or crack that, while still 

being useful, reveals the cup’s  

vulnerability to time.  

 What intrigues me about 

this appreciation is that it seems 

to be a contrast to my life. Much 

of my time and energy is spent 

“perfecting” myself – learning, 

growing, improving – while  

simultaneously working to undo 

the “imperfections” of age, life’s 

wounds and limitations. 

 What if I saw the BEAUTY in pain and 

sorrow and limitation? What if I saw these as 

GIFTS from God to reveal my need and a 

deeper longing for Him? What if I understood 

that the wrinkles in my skin and the sorrows of 

my experience to be a beautiful representation 

of a life lived and love offered and lost? 

 The bible tells us that we are but  

shadows (Ps 144:4).  Our life is like a morning 

mist that evaporates when the sun rises (Jas 

4:14).  Our body is a temporary dwelling (2Co 

5:1-2).  The Psalmist, reflecting 

on this reality, asks God to teach 

him to number his days (90:12).  

There are two goals in this: (1) 

that we learn to live skillfully – 

that is to understand the most im-

portant things in life and (2) that 

we experience a longing to be 

clothed in eternity. 

 Vital to living a skillful life is 

prioritizing BEING with Jesus before we DO for 

Jesus.  Our lives are naturally demanding.  We 

have many responsibilities.  This past year and 

a half have been particularly stressful and  

polarizing.  How does one maintain an inner 
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peace when our outer world feels chaotic and 

under relentless pressure?  We must learn to 

slow down and spend time with Jesus in  

order to navigate and thrive under such  

conditions. 

 This is at the heart of why we are  

offering training in developing the skills of 

what some call “spiritual disciplines” or 

“means of grace” on Sundays at 9am.  The 

skills of rest, silence, stillness, solitude,  

fasting, celebration, study, worship and the 

like are helpful tools in learning to BE WITH 

Jesus so that we are DOING FOR Jesus out 

of a full heart (Consider joining us in this 

class!).   

 In this slowed down communion with 

Jesus we also learn surrender.  When I  

initially think of surrender, I imagine  

surrendering my will to God’s will.  While this 

is true, surrender also relates to wabi-sabi – 

appreciating the beauty of imperfection and 

impermanence.  I have limits.  I do not have 

control over much of my circumstances. Life 

does not always happen on my time table.  In 

my disappointment and frustration, God is 

there.  He reveals his presence in my sorrow 

and fear.  I surrender to God’s love within my 

imperfection and impermanence. 

 All of these experiences create a  

longing my heart for the return of Jesus.  At 

his return, all will be made right.  The  

perishable will be replaced with imperishable.  

At the resurrection, I will exchange this mortal 

body for my permanent and glorious body.  I 

will dwell in the presence of God forever in 

His glorious kingdom.  Praise God!  Come 

quickly Lord Jesus! 

—Pastor Mark 

 

Hello To All, 

 My family and I 

feel so blessed to be 

here. It has been a 

long, exciting journey to get from my first steps in 

ministry (early 80’s) to Grace Fellowship Church in 

Jackson in 2021! We can’t wait to get started doing 

the Lord’s work here and meeting the Lord’s people 

and reaching those the Lord wants reached!  

 I was brought up under the majestic trees of 

the Santa Cruz Mountains. I loved living there  

because I had plenty of room to run and play with my 

dog, Fluffy. My parents were grounded in their faith 

and were true living examples of what it meant to 

help others and be like Jesus. My siblings have taken 

active ministry roles as well. My father passed from 

cancer in Dec. 2017.  

 I made an initial commitment to Jesus  

early in life. I remember praying the sinner’s  

prayer and knowing that something truly  

significant and beautiful had taken place. None of us 

could anticipate the exact impact that decision would 

make on my life. It ended up shaping my entire  

existence. 

 Music entered my life at an early age as well. I 

took classical piano lessons for over a  

decade. My interest in Christian music stemmed from 

many years of performing special music in churches 

up and down the west coast. However, my interest 

got a major boost when I discovered Michael W. 

Smith, a contemporary Christian artist. God used his 

music to begin uncovering His plan for my life. I  

realized then, that I needed to impact the world the 

way Michael did for me. That commitment has always 

been a driving force in my ministry and has since 

helped to influence my life’s motto of, “Impacting the  

A Note from our New Worship Pastor!  
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World Through the Heart of Worship.”  

 God’s goal in worship is for you to  

experience Him in an honest and powerful way. One 

can only imagine the possibilities God has with all  

the gifted people of this church. I am very humbled,  

honored, excited, and impressed with the teams of 

volunteers/staff that make things come together. As  

a Worship Pastor coming into this environment so 

rich with resources, I am confident that my personal 

goal will merge with Grace’s goals to impact the 

world around us.   

 

God’s will to be done in all things, at all times. 

 

Your grateful, new Worship Pastor,  

Jonathan Casas 

 

 

 

Anandi loves to garden and hike, is 

the only person in our family who is 

vegetarian, works for a geotechnical 

engineering firm, graduated from UC 

Santa Barbara, double majored in  

Environmental Studies and Geography, and has 

worked side by side with me in ministry as church  

secretary, bookkeeper and children’s director. 

 

Aedin (18) loves basketball and hiking, is a gamer, 

loves to teach and play  

Destiny, Castle Clash, and Overwatch, 

makes friends easily, plays the piano, 

violin and recorder, has a ministry of 

running sound, is attending Delta  

College, and is working toward a career 

with Varian Medical Systems. 

 

 

 

Alanna (17) is an excellent student, 

hopes to become a high school English 

teacher, she enjoys hiking, driving,  

playing the guitar, piano and ukulele, 

likes to roller blade, bullet journal,  

skateboard, draw, knit, and video game, 

is currently enrolled at Calvary Christian 

School, Delta College and Bob Jones University.  

 

Andrew (9) loves astronomy and sci-

ence, is going into 4th grade, loves learn-

ing from YouTube, plays the piano and 

sings, loves to ride his bike, and go swim-

ming, and has his own YouTube channel 

with gaming content and content about 

his life thus far.  

Meet my family! 
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Update from the Burgess’: 
 

Dear Friends, 

 We are now (end of May) in Tucson. In 

Mexico, we finished translating Psalms 9-19,  

celebrated 5 de Mayo and Mexican Mother’s Day 

with Marcos and Cecilia and Flor. Then they went 

back to their home to plant corn, and we came 

back to Tucson to celebrate a graduation and a 

baptism with two of our grandkids. We have two 

grandkids graduating from high school and one 

from college, and we were able to attend one of 

them.  

 Presently we are putting together a book 

with about 20 Psalms illustrated by Tarahumara 

photos, plus one or two of our son’s African lion 

photos to use with the psalms which talk about  

lions. These are mostly color, taken over many 

years. We believe that it would be useful in the 

hospitals where Tarahumaras go for care. We  

already have a book of Psalms for the Baja  

Tarahumara. This new book would be for the 

Bocoyna Tarahumara.  

 Everything is very challenging in the  

Tarahumara area of Mexico at the moment,  

especially distribution. Please pray for the whole 

area. 

 

Blessings, 

Don and Marie 

 

 

Below is the photo we chose for Psalm 12:5 

 

“Because of the oppression of the weak 

And the groaning of the needy, 

I will now arise,” says the Lord. 

“I will now protect them from those who  

malign them.” 
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inherently wrong. How we feel isn’t the issue—it’s 

how we respond to our emotions that determines 

whether we’ve crossed the line into sin or not.   

 I have felt how Martha felt; in fact, in this 

story, I AM Martha. I get so caught up in the 

work—work that must be done—and I lose sight 

of for whom I’m doing it for. I lose sight of my  

people and have even at times become bitter and 

wanted to shout DON’T YOU EVEN CARE?! I 

wonder, had Martha been able to pause in her 

work, for just a few minutes and looked at the 

scene in her home: Jesus, seated and laughing 

with His disciples, retelling a funny story from their 

travels...would she have been able to really see 

Him? To see these amazing people filling her 

home with their light and laughter...could she 

have taken a breath and calmed the storm of 

emotions rising up in her? Could she have taken 

a step back and realized that if they ate dinner an 

hour later than preferred, it really wasn’t that big 

of a deal?  

 While she was feeling so unseen, she too, 

wasn’t seeing things for what they were. I battle 

this, almost daily. It requires a conscious effort on 

my part to do the work that must be done, but not 

lose sight of who I’m doing it for. To communicate 

how I’m feeling, in love rather than exasperation. 

To really see my loved ones, to not let blessings 

feel like burdens, and to let go of my need to  

present perfection in whatever I’m doing.  

 I wonder how Martha received the words of 

Jesus when He gently corrected her. He had 

spent the evening casually and confidently  

ignoring the traditional role of women and instead 

encouraged her sister Mary’s desire to listen and 

learn. He never suggested that Martha’s service 

was unimportant or unnecessary, and in fact  

during His ministry, made it clear that service to 

others is an important part of being a Christ-

follower. But He wanted Martha to see that even  

continued on next page 

The Worship of Mary and the Work of Martha       

—Karyn Perry  Most of us are familiar with the story of 

Martha in the Bible: she’s the one we look at as 

the failure...the one who didn’t “choose the better 

thing”. If we’re honest, we really give her a hard 

time and Mary is viewed much more favorably, 

fully adoring Jesus, unhurried and unashamed of 

her devotion to Him. I want to suggest we look at 

Martha in a new light... 

 I know what it’s like to open my home for a 

dinner party; to host a dozen or more loved ones 

and prepare a meal to serve them. I take pride in 

this work, and enjoy hosting. I bet Martha was 

thrilled to host Jesus and His disciples. She  

probably planned the meal days in advance and 

took extra time to tidy her home; or maybe she 

just heard Jesus was in town, and last minute  

invited Him to dinner. I’m sure Mary helped with 

the preparations, and the sisters probably chatted 

about what they wanted to ask the Rabbi that 

night. Then, He arrived and Mary abandoned her 

hostess duties and sat at His feet—(who wouldn’t 

want to sit at the feet of 

Jesus and listen to Him?!) 

Martha was left alone in 

the kitchen, preparing a 

huge meal all by herself. 

She was missing out on 

the invaluable words of 

Jesus—maybe she was 

straining to hear Him while 

she worked. After all, if she didn’t prepare the 

meal, they wouldn’t eat!  

 We know from her own words that Martha 

felt abandoned, underappreciated, and perhaps 

even invisible. Overwhelmed and exasperated, 

she asks Jesus “don’t you even care?!” If you 

take a moment to put yourself in Martha’s shoes, 

isn’t she justified in this line of questioning?? The 

work she was doing was so important. The work 

itself is not a sin. I would suggest that even  

Martha’s response to this perceived injustice was 

in of itself not sinful—our emotions aren’t  
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important tasks should always come second to 

being His disciple. We need to be with Him  

before we do for him. And all the while,  

remembering that receiving His grace in every 

situation actually requires nothing of us; we 

don’t have to have it all together.   

 Often this story is retold with a  

conclusory admonition to “be a Mary in a  

Martha world” but I think it’s actually not so 

black and white. I think we need both...but in 

the right balance. We are still human, with all 

our emotions and day to day tasks that really  

cannot be abandoned. Not all of us can live in a 

monastery, dedicating 100% of our time to the 

pursuit of holiness. But we need to sit at Jesus’ 

feet, knowing that even five minutes with Him is 

worth our 40 hour work week 100 times over.  

 So next time you feel unseen,  

undervalued and maybe even invisible, I hope 

you can think of Martha, as she ranted to Jesus 

in the humanity of her exasperation, and Jesus, 

tenderly calling her by name: “Martha,  

Martha, you are worried and upset about many 

things, but one thing is necessary…” May we 

see from this story that He wants the  

unashamed worship of Mary and the important 

work of Martha in the correct balance. 

—Karyn  
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 If you haven’t been to any of our 

Thursday  “Creative Connections”  days, I 

would highly encourage you to go! Go to 

be blessed and to be a blessing. I have 

been a couple times and I loved going from 

table to table just to see what some of the 

ladies are creating. It is a wonderful and 

perfect way to connect with other women. 

There is no expectation of creating anything 

elaborate, but you could certainly be  

creating memories and friendships. We are 

coming together to share skills, work on a 

project or simply spend time together. 

Whatever you do, the important creation is 

the very sweet creation of fellowship. Patty 

and Martha take turns reading a short  

devotion and be warned: there are always 

plenty of goodies to eat as well. 

 —Kim Johnson 

 

Creative Connection Dates for July 

7/8 10am 

7/15 (no meeting) 

7/22 2pm 

7/29 6pm 



 Now we know that Jesus didn’t worry and His 

attitude was perfect in every situation.  Ok, ok, I know 

what you’re thinking “but I’m not Jesus”!  I like the way 

one writer put it: “Jesus maintained a perfect attitude in 

every situation. He prayed about everything and  

worried about nothing. We, too, should seek God’s 

guidance about every aspect of our lives and allow Him 

to work out His perfect will. Jesus’ attitude was never 

to become defensive or discouraged. His goal was to 

please the Father rather than to achieve His own  

agenda. In the midst of trials, He was patient. In the 

midst of suffering, He was hopeful. In the midst of 

blessing, He was humble. Even in the midst of ridicule, 

abuse, and hostility, He “made 

no threats . . . and did not  

retaliate. Instead, He entrusted 

Himself to Him who judges  

justly” (1 Peter 2:23)” 

 Paul speaks more about 

this Christlike attitude in his letter 

to the church in Ephesus:  

Ephesians 4:22-24 “You were 

taught, with regard to your former 

way of life, to put off your old 

self, which is being corrupted by 

its deceitful desires; to be made 

new in the attitude of your minds; 

and to put on the new self,  

created to be like God in true righteousness and  

holiness”  

 With all this said and done, God wants us to 

transform our minds (and this includes early morning 

attitudes) that reflect godliness and eliminate our  

selfishness.  So here are a few questions to ponder: 

  

• Is my attitude helping or hindering my spiritual 

growth? 

• Am I going to be a Christian clone if I force my  

      focus away from me? 

• Am I really renewing my mind?  

• Are past circumstances still dragging on me like a 

ball and chain? 

• Am I striving for the fruit of the Spirit? 

• Can I do what 2 Peter 1:5-8 says? 

 

 

Wrong Side of the Bed?  
—Duke Foster 

        “Wrong side of the bed”... I  

always thought this was kind of a strange saying.  It’s an 

idiom we often use, as the Romans did too, meaning 

that we got the day off on the wrong foot.  Bottom line – 

How’s your attitude the first thing in the morning? 

 Most of the time I’m pretty upbeat but I’d be lying 

If I didn’t confess that sometimes I’m a grumpy old bear.  

Some of you might remember that old hymn ‘Take it to 

the Lord in prayer’.  For me, I start the morning, as I 

head for the coffee pot, with a quick “Good morning 

God”.  It actually gets my attention on Him and not the 

issues that might irritate me. 

 Philippians 2:3-4 is a good 

reminder to get my focus where it 

belongs and avoid the pity party.  

“Do nothing from selfish ambition 

or conceit, but in humility count 

others more significant than  

yourselves. Let each of you look 

not only to his own interests, but 

also to the interests of others”.  

It’s a matter of ‘refocus’.  Now 

Paul didn’t delete you and me.  

We can look at our own interests 

but don’t get bogged down with 

our own issues.  As a tag along 

verse to this Philippians 1:27 tells 

us to “conduct yourselves in a manner worthy of the 

gospel of Christ”.  I’m smiling when I read this because I 

fall short here but I keep striving.   

 No matter what unexpected disruptions, past is-

sues that haunt us, frustrations, or difficulties come our 

way, we are to respond with a Christlike attitude.  I 

know, I know, easier said than done.  Paul is talking 

about demonstrating humility and selflessness in  

relationships. He also encourages us Ephesians 5:1 to 

be “imitators of Christ as dearly beloved children.” As 

children love to imitate what they see and repeat what 

they hear; we also are charged to imitate and model 

Christ’s behavior and to be clear reflections of the Lord.  

Matthew 5:16 says “In the same way, let your light shine 

before others, so that they may see your good works 

and give glory to your Father who is in heaven”.  So, as 

we read scripture and realize what we need to do, think 

about God and what He might be thinking in relation to 

us and our attitudes.   
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 After months of preparation,  

coordinating multiple teams, juggling many  

different facets of organization,  

navigating a new model for VBS,  

connecting with so many talented and 

faithful servants of God, and praying, 

Creative Arts Camp was launched, 

shot into orbit, and came in for a 

spectacular landing! And to God be all 

the glory!!  

 I can’t tell 

you how much I 

love and  

appreciate each 

and every one of 

our amazing  

volunteers, from 

our Lead Artists 

to our Bible 

Teachers, from 

our Bus Drivers 

to our Assistants, 

from our Snack 

Coordinators to 

our Curriculum Coordinators, from our Medics 

to our generous Donors, from our Hall Monitors 

and Childcare Team to MCs up front and the 

many who worked behind the scenes on a  

myriad of much needed prep projects, and a 

special thank you to those who spent the time 

at home on their knees fasting and praying over 

the whole week! Each person played a key role 

and gave so much of their time, money,  

resources, and energy, along with lots of love 

and joy! Some took time off of work, others 

pushed through physical limitations, and many 

donated money and supplies to keep the cost 

down. Even those who don’t usually like to work 

with kids found great joy in the week. I’d call it a 

Dream Team, but really it was a team  

coordinated by God Himself! There was an air 

of unity and a sense of being one body as we 

worked side by side as the body of Christ  

serving His little ones and showing them that 

they are special and loved. By the end of it, I 

believe we were all exhausted in body 

but energized in spirit because of what 

we saw God do and how His hand was 

obvious throughout the week! I  

honestly don’t feel that “thank you” is 

enough to express our appreciation for 

each of you…nothing but praise,  

admiration, and 

fond memories 

of working with 

you all! THIS is 

the body of 

Christ! 

 As for the 

content, the 

quality of  

artwork was 

stellar and the 

choices were all 

fabulous:  

Calligraphy,  

Ceramics, Culinary Arts, Drama, Drawing,  

Fabric Arts, Guitar, Jewelry, Outdoor  

Adventures, Painting, Percussion, Photography, 

Voice, Welding, and Woodworking. And let’s not 

forget the Little Crafters!! Those teachers and 

helpers earned a few extra jewels in their 

crowns! And what a joy it was to see all the 

families packed into the building to see the  

results of a fabulous week at our Friday Night 

Showcase! Most of all, the kids learned that 

they are God’s special creations, created for a 

purpose…and they heard the Gospel loud and 

clear! A number of kids gave their hearts to  

Jesus and “put on the robe of righteousness”! 

God was glorified as kids, many of whom don’t 

go to church, learned that they are His image  

Creative Arts Camp Recap! 

—Dana Krieshok 

Continued on Page 9 
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bearers and that He loves them. Despite all the 

beautiful art projects and skilled performances 

that came out of that week, the addition of new 

little saints to the Kingdom of God is truly what 

made it all worth it! We were inspired by the many 

art forms, but God is our ultimate inspiration and 

He inspired us all more than anything! Praise the 

Lord! 

—Dana 

Creative Arts Camp Recap, Cont. from page 7 
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01—Steve & Andrea Hauser 

03—Neil & Carol Heath 

17—Tim & Marcy Walters 

25—Jerry & Sue Brady 

31—Brent & Sandi Roberts 

Charles Babilla’s Hummus Recipe 

 1 lb mashed garbanzo beans 

 4 tbs tahini 

 3 tbs lemon juice 

 2 tbs olive oil 

 1/2 head minced garlic 

Combine well & enjoy! 

1—Carole Myers 

1—Charles Babilla 

2—Jane Snyder 

3—Dennis Voight 

4—Janissa Boesch 

5—Mary Kuntz 

11—Elene Cook 

15—Bonnie Trammell 

16—Don Trammell 

17—Wendy Chadwick 

20—Sandi Roberts 

20—Sarah Whaling 

24—Wayne Woodard 

26—Nathan Johnson 

26—Breeana Hooper 

27—Thomas Kerr 

30—Cash McCaffrey 

Would you like to be 

prayed for by a  

dedicated team of  

people? Would you 

like to receive  

updates on prayer 

needs and be a part of that team? If so, 

please email Karyn at:  

prayer@gracefellowshipamador.org 

In your email, you can submit prayer  

requests, ask to be updated when new 

requests come in, or both! 
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August 8th from 5:00-7:00 
Pie Baking Contest! Whether fresh fruit or fluffy  

fillings, bake up some pies to bring and share 

for this good old-fashioned contest! 

July 11th from 5:00-7:00           
Chili Cook-off! Bring a pot or crock-pot of your 

best homemade chili recipe and knock the 

socks off the judges and the crowd! 

Evenings in the Park 
Minnie Provis/Cribbs Field in Sutter Creek 

Summer is here and that means family fun for young and old alike!  Invite your 

friends and neighbors to join us for a time of games, contests, a pot-luck dinner, 

and more! Open to the whole community!  Three dates, three opportunities to 

join in, and two contests to try your hand at: 

  September 12th from 5:00-7:00 

Ice Cream Social and Softball Game! Join us for 

our last gathering of the season! Come enjoy 

some ice cream then step up to bat in our  

family softball game! 

Please bring a side dish or salad to share! Hot dogs & drinks will be provided. 
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